
HOME 
TRUTHS
! THE OWNERS 
Amanda Neilson, an interior 
designer, her husband 
Duncan, a HR director, and 
their children Harry and Amy
! THEIR HOME 
Terraced house, built in 1905
! LOCATION 
North London
! ROOMS  Hall, sitting 
room, kitchen-diner/family 
room, cloakroom, office,  
four bedrooms (one en  
suite), bathroom
! PURCHASED 2009 
! PREVIOUS 
PROPERTY  ‘We moved 
here from a smaller Edwardian 
terrace nearby,’ says Amanda.

OPEN 
H O U S E

the Neilsons’ spacious family  
home is never short of guests, 

whatever the time of day 
FEATURE JANET McMEEKIN ! PHOTOGRAPHY CARL PENDLE
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H A L L 
‘Laying the floor  
in our odd-shaped 
hallway was a bit  
of a nightmare for  
the tiler,’ Amanda 
recalls, ‘but he made  
a superb job of it.’
Cube Nature floor 
tiles, £40 per sq m; 
Graphic Nature  
tiles, £50 per sq m, 
both Porcelanosa. 
Beauvallon wallpaper 
in Mist, £72 per roll, 
Rapture & Wright
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Having spent 
several years 
renting a large 
property in the 
US, returning 
to their own, 
more modest 
home in north 
London was 
something  
of a challenge 
for Amanda 
and Duncan 

Neilson. ‘All of a sudden, the house we’d  
put our hearts and souls into renovating 
seemed surprisingly small,’ says Amanda. 

‘While living in Maryland, we’d had  
our daughter, Amy,’ she continues, ‘so we 
definitely needed another bedroom. In 
addition, she and her brother Harry found 
the tiny courtyard garden rather cramped.’

Although aware of her home’s limitations, 
Amanda had not appreciated just how keen 

she was to move until she happened to stroll 
past a neglected-looking Edwardian terrace 
nearby with a For Sale sign outside. ‘I couldn’t 
wait to view it,’ she says. ‘From the moment  
I set foot through the door, I thought, “Yes!” 
The house had so much potential.

‘It turned out that the couple selling the 
three-bedroom property were separating,’ 
Amanda explains. ‘As I walked from room  
to room, it became increasingly apparent that 
the house hadn’t been loved for many years.’ 

Despite its jaded appearance, the fabric  
of the building was sound and Amanda, who 
began her career in interior design working 
for Laura Ashley, was totally unfazed by the 
prospect of taking on a major renovation. 

Looking around at the tiny, badly 
planned kitchen and poky reception room 
located at the rear of the property, it was  
clear that these spaces were crying out to  
be knocked through. Elsewhere, the damp 
cloakroom had plaster hanging off the  
walls, and what should have been an elegant 

Edwardian hallway was tired and nondescript. 
Nevertheless, Amanda brought Duncan 
round for a second viewing, and the couple 
quickly decided to make the place theirs. 

Over the next 10 months, Amanda began 
to work her magic, transforming the terrace 
into a stunning four-bedroom home fit for 
the needs of her family. ‘I’d noticed that the 
neighbours on both sides had converted their 
lofts and the prospect of extending upwards 
really appealed,’ she says. ‘I wanted to create  
a sumptuous master bedroom with an en 
suite. Both neighbours kindly allowed me to 
have a look at their conversions and I was so 
impressed with the quality, that we followed 
their lead by using the same loft company.’

 Once the attic conversion was finished, 
work began on reconfiguring the back  
of the property in order to house a spacious 
kitchen-diner with an adjoining family room. 
Built on the same footprint as an old brick 
extension, a new steel frame was put into 
place, complete with bi-fold doors leading 

Favourite feature ‘I love the fireplace in our kitchen-diner, 
especially the cheeky cherubs seen on the tiles. Apart from the Edwardian  

staircase, it was the only original feature left intact when we moved in’

K I T C H E N -D I N E R
Classic, Shaker-style painted cabinetry is 
enlivened by some colourful accessories.
Bespoke units, Latters Kitchens, painted in 
Farrow & Ball’s Cornforth White eggshell, 
£48.50 for 2.5 litres. Handblown pendant 

lights, price on request, Philip Vallentin at Glass 
Madness. For wrought-iron dining chairs, take 

a look at the Tuscany, £100 each, Kit Stone.  
Build, Inspired Design & Construction
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S I T T I N G  R O O M
A subtly patterned wallpaper provides a 

soothing backdrop to this elegant scheme.
Eco Shadow Light wallpaper, £27 per sq m, 
available through Mr Perswall. For a similar 

modular sofa, take a look at the Cloud 
system in velvet, £3,010, Heal’s
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M A S T E R 
B E D R O O M 
The smart console 
table fits snugly  
into this space. 
Suri console table, 
£299, John Lewis. 
Corallo wallpaper, 
£74 per roll, from the 
Fornasetti Collection  
at Cole & Son 

M A S T E R  E N  S U I T E
Warm, earthy tones create  
a cosy haven for the couple 
at the top of the house.
Walls painted in Charleston 
Gray estate emulsion, £32.50 
for 2.5 litres, Farrow & Ball
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out to the garden, then the structure was clad 
with reclaimed bricks. ‘We love entertaining, 
and needed a roomy, sociable space,’ Amanda 
explains. ‘The new doors are fabulous and 
help to bring the outside in and ensure this 
area is much lighter and brighter than before.’

 While the back of the terrace was out  
of bounds, the family rigged up a temporary 
kitchen in a dingy wet room. ‘We could 
literally step out of the shower and pop  
the bread into the toaster,’ Amanda recalls. 

‘We always knew living on a building site 
with two children wasn’t going to be easy,’  
she adds, ‘but we got there in the end, despite 
a major setback when we discovered the joists 
at the rear of the property were rotten, and 
that there were no foundations – just a 
six-foot drop, which required immediate 

attention. Luckily, the builders took it all in 
their stride and were amazing throughout.’

 As the project forged ahead, Amanda 
spent her time wisely, sourcing fixtures  
and furnishings to lend a stylish look to the 
revamped terrace. ‘I’d used a bold wallpaper 
in our previous house and knew it would look 
great in the hall,’ she says. ‘The design has  
a French influence and provides the entrance  
with an even greater feeling of space and light.’

Having given their family all the room 
they need, Amanda and Duncan can now 
relax and enjoy the house to the full. ‘Harry’s 
in a band, yet the place is big enough for them 
to hang out without getting under our feet,’ 
she says. ‘The only trouble is, he plays the 
drums!’ No doubt Amanda will overcome 
that problem in her own, inimitable fashion.

decorating tip ‘If a room has a particularly low ceiling, such 
as in our master bedroom, which is located in the loft, paint the skirting boards in  

the same colour as the walls, as this will add to the illusion of height’

! If you need more space, the loft is often the 
simplest and least disruptive space to convert, 
and it’s certainly less expensive than moving. 

! According to the Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors, the cost of the average 
loft conversion equates to one third of the 
cost of moving to a house with an extra room, 
and the addition of a loft room can increase 
the value of your home by up to 25 per cent. 

! As a rule of thumb, if you can measure 
230cm from the floor to the roof at the tallest 
part, you have sufficient head height for a 
conversion. Do remember, however, that 
regulations stipulate that if a loft is converted, 
it must have a permanent staircase.

L O F T  C O N V E R S I O N S
INSIGHT

M A S T E R  B E D R O O M 
Installing French windows onto a Juliette 
balcony lets light into the loft conversion.
Design and build, The Premier Loft Company.  
To learn more about Amanda’s interior  
schemes, visit Amandaneilsoninteriors.com

A M Y ’ S 
B E D R O O M

 Although her elder 
brother plays in a 

rock band, the 
Neilsons’ daughter 

prefers more  
gentle melodies.
Summer Palace 

wallpaper in Duck 
Egg, £35 per roll, 

Laura Ashley

25BH JULY 2012 | <#R#>


