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THE OWNERS
Jennifer Angless, who works as  
an estate agent, and her husband 
Michael, a businessman

THE PROPERTY
A two-bedroom, 16th-century 
Cotswold stone house

THE LOCATION
Witney, Oxfordshire

WHAT THEY SPENT
Creating the kitchen cost  
£34,832

fact file

whitE kitchEn
Jennifer and Michael Angless have combined stonework with gloss 
units to create a striking space that’s a sleek contrast to their period home

Transformed! 

afteR

This page and 
opposite Opening 
up the attic area has 
created a stunning, 
cathedral-like space 
with light flooding in 
through the skylights. 
The oversized 
pendant light in the 
middle of the room 
actually doubles up 

as a high-tech cooker 
hood. The mustard- 
yellow bar stools and 
dining chairs from 
Herbert Direct lend  
a striking accent 
colour to the whole 
room, while Jennifer’s 
much-loved Rayburn 
cooker retains pride 
of place in the hearth

THE PROBLEM
The kitchen in Jennifer and Michael 
Angless’s charming 16th-century 
Cotswold stone house was dated, 
gloomy and cold. The couple tried their 
best to ignore a leak in the pitched slate 
roof that had been gradually dripping  
into an enclosed attic area above the 
kitchen for a couple of years. However, 
when rainwater finally started coming  
into their cluttered kitchen, they realised 
drastic action was needed.
 
THE SOLUTION
Re-roof the kitchen to make it watertight 
and remove the ceiling, opening up the 
attic area to give the kitchen more height 
and space. Install skylights to let light 
flood in and create a door leading into  
the pretty walled garden. Fit gloss units 
and a large kitchen island to enhance  
the space while being sympathetic  
to the period character of the room.

 HOW IT WAS DONE
‘Michael and I had been toying with the 
idea of revamping our tired kitchen for 
ages and when rainwater started coming 
in through the roof, we knew we had to  
get started! I had been looking at kitchen 
showrooms and magazines for ideas  
but found it extremely frustrating as 
nothing appealed to me. The traditional 
styles didn’t inspire me at all and  
nothing else struck a chord.

‘After mentioning my problem to  
a friend, he recommended I contact 
Eastbourne-based interior designer 
Martin Swatton. When Martin came to visit 
us to discuss ideas he was really friendly 
and enthusiastic and we instantly clicked 
with him. He completely understood our 
desire to create a successful blend of 
good-quality modern design within a 
period building, particularly retaining the 
flagstone floor and pretty Gothic-style 
windows. A little while later, he sent  

befoRe

TOP TIP
A ceiling-

mounted cooker 
hood is great over an 

island unit where  
a bulkier design 

would be too 
obtrusive
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‘It was a wonderful opportunity to do something  
very different and we think the contemporary kitchen 
works extremely well within our fine stone building’

total £34,832

UNitS & fittiNGS £23,355
aPPliaNceS £9,096
fURNitURe £2,190
WallS £191

Units & fittings: units and doors, 
£9,167; Caesarstone worktops, 
£8,650; sink and mixer tap, £845; 
Elica Grace pendant cooker hood 
and filter, £1,279, all Andre Le Gros. 
Conservation rooflights, £2,213, The 
Rooflight Company. Radiator, 
£1,200.85, Radiator Centre

Appliances: Neff washer-dryer, 
dishwasher, fridge-freezer, hob  
and cooker with built-in microwave 
and warming tray, total £4,536, all 
Andre Le Gros. Hitachi 42in TV and 
Bose sound system, total £4,560, 
Overture

Furniture: Dining table, £580;  
dining chairs, £170 each (total, £680); 
bar stools, £310 each (total, £930), 
all Herbert Direct

Walls: Off White emulsion, £38.20 for 
5L (total, £191), Farrow & Ball

coStS through some computer-generated 
images showing his design ideas for the 
room. Michael and I were delighted with 
the suggestions – they were stunning. It 
was a wonderful opportunity to do 
something very different and we couldn’t 
wait for our room to be transformed.

‘The suggestion of removing the old attic 
to give the room extra height was a great 
plan, particularly since it was an unusable 
space full of cobwebs and mice. He also 
suggested removing the plaster at one 
end, revealing the original stone to visually 
separate the social dining space from the 
working kitchen. Re-roofing the area was 
a major project in itself. We only managed 
to salvage about 60% of the original 
Stonesfield slate roof tiles and, as the 
house is Grade-II listed, we had to do an 
extensive search to find replacements.

‘While the roof was off during the 
summer of 2007, west Oxfordshire was 
one of the areas hit by dreadful flooding. 
Torrential rain poured down into the 
kitchen and the project was put on hold 
for several weeks, but eventually it was 

completed and we could get on with 
kitting out the space. When it came to 
choosing products for our stylish new 
kitchen, we were very much led by the 
designer, whose knowledge was really 
helpful. The Rayburn cooker was the only 
item I really wanted to keep. I love cooking 
on it and it’s at the heart of the house and 
keeps it really warm. We added in a new 
Neff oven with a built-in microwave and 
handy warming tray, plus a dishwasher 
and washer-dryer. The island has been a 
huge success and everyone comments 
on the beautiful sparkle of the Caesarstone 
worktops. I didn’t think it would be feasible 
to put an island on our flagstone floor but 
our builders did an amazing job. They 
even wax-polished the floor afterwards to 
reveal the natural honey-coloured stone.

‘We absolutely love our new space. 
Michael and I are custodians of this lovely 
Cotswold house and this sleek kitchen 
not only works extremely well within a fine 
stone building, it also looks wonderful and 
has gone a long way towards transforming 
our house into a comfortable home.’

Above In the relaxed 
dining area, the 

couple have made 
use of the room’s 

original features by 
creating a window 

seat and  fixing an old 
crumbling fireplace  
to use as storage for 

the television and 
Bose sound system
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