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Artist PiPPA BlAke found solace in her shoreline home   
       in Chichester Harbour after the death of her husband, 
yachtsman Sir Peter Blake. Refreshing it to make more of   
        its coastal location proved surprisingly cathartic
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Home comforts

coast HOMES



52 coast   a l laboutyou.com   

coast SLUG

al laboutyou.com   53 coast      

coast HOMES

one of artist Pippa Blake’s  
simplest pleasures is unwinding 
on her balcony and drinking  
in the breathtaking panorama  

of chichester Harbour as the constantly 
changing light dances across it. Pippa has 
lived beside Emsworth Marina, which is 
part of the harbour, since she was a baby 
and, over the years, has got to know  
this stretch of coastline with its myriad 
seaweed-strewn creeks and inlets like  
the back of her hand.

Pippa’s husband, the yachtsman  
sir Peter Blake, was killed by pirates  
in 2001 while on an expedition to the 
amazon to monitor environmental change. 
the stylish remodelling of her single- 
storey 1940s property since his death  
has served not only to enhance the 
property but to be a surprisingly cathartic 
experience, too. ‘In the past, the house 
had been Peter’s and mine. Lately  
I felt that I wanted to put my own mark  
on it. Now I’m more content living here.’

A NEW START
Despite having won an award for its 
cutting-edge design in the late 1980s, 
Pippa’s home was showing signs of  
wear and tear. ‘It wasn’t well insulated,’ 
she says, ‘and since I was spending more 
time at home during the winter months 
rather than adventuring around the world 
with Peter, I began to find it far from 
warm. the layout, particularly downstairs, 
didn’t flow and the rooms felt awkward. 
the house needed to be streamlined  
and I also wanted to give it a more 
contemporary feel.’

Having spent time in New Zealand 
(Peter’s homeland), Pippa’s design choices 
were influenced by the islands’ ‘baches’ – 
modest beach houses often made from 
corrugated iron and recycled materials.

Pippa met architect Eric Guibert at an 
art exhibition and, after swapping website 
addresses, she realised that this forward-
thinking man shared her vision and 
arranged a meeting with him at her  

home. ‘Eric arrived clutching a book 
featuring Derek Jarman’s house and 
garden on Dungeness beach,’ she 
explains. ‘He was full of exciting ideas 
about how to transform my home by 
using cement cladding for the façade  
and roof, incorporating glass and 
introducing a balcony to take even more 
advantage of the coastal views. He also 
recommended building a striking modern 
interpretation of a Victorian porch. 

‘Inside, Eric suggested knocking down 
some walls to create a more open-plan 
layout and a large living space that would 
be both more practical on an everyday 
level and perfect for displaying artwork.’

Pippa was thrilled and, with no planning 
problems to tackle, enlisted the help of  
a reputable carpenter friend, Paul Flint 
(who has been known to windsurf to 
within 100 metres of her front door), as  
her project manager. Work began in 
January 2008 and took Paul’s firm just 
eight months to complete.

tHIs PaGE, FRoM LEFt Pippa always returns from her travels with unusual artefacts, including these shrimp napkin rings; at work in her studio; 
with daughter Sarah-Jane, who, like her father, is an accomplished sailor oPPosItE Inspired by driftwood, Pippa chose three shades of grey for 
the interior colour scheme. The open shelving was built by local carpenter Paul Flint to allow her to display her collections

   One or two friends were worried that grey wouldn’t 
be warm enough, but my hunch told me to just go for it
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tHIs PIctURE 
Pippa paints 
semi-abstract 
landscapes  
in her bright, 
spacious studio
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GLAD TO BE GREY 
When it came to choosing colours for the 
cabinetwork, walls and ceilings in the new 
interior, Pippa opted for three carefully 
chosen shades of grey. ‘Eric emailed me 
photographs of fading grey driftwood and 
the idea really appealed,’ she says. ‘one 
or two friends were worried that grey 
wouldn’t be warm enough, but my hunch 
told me to just go for it.’ the grey tones 
have worked well and create the perfect 
backdrop for Pippa’s bold, eye-catching 
canvasses, which are mainly semi-
abstract oil paintings inspired by 
emotional responses to her fascinating  
life and worldwide travels.

In keeping with the open-plan nature  
of this house, Eric hit upon a way of 
displaying Pippa’s cherished artefacts 
from far-flung places including French 
Polynesia and the Indian ocean: purpose-
built shelving in the dining area. the house 
is crammed with intriguing treasures – 
each with its own tale of exploration and 

travels with Peter, and are a comforting 
reminder of her husband.

‘From the moment Peter and I met at 
Emsworth sailing club, I was captivated,’ 
Pippa says. ‘It was love at first sight. He 
was working on the refit of the boat he had 
sailed for the Whitbread Round the World 
Race and was about to head off across 
the atlantic to the states. When this tall 
and extremely handsome New Zealander 
asked me to join him, I didn’t hesitate for a 
second. Within months, we were married 
and I was taken out of my familiar world 
as an artist to lead an extraordinary life.

‘our time together was full of adventures 
and we sailed to many exotic places. Peter 
was a wonderful family man and when our 
children, sarah-Jane and James, came 
along, he made sure that we were still 
very much a priority. If he had to be away 
at sea for a long stretch, we’d often fly out 
to a port and meet him. sometimes we felt 
like a travelling roadshow, but it was great 
and we had so many memorable family 

times. When Peter died, it was a massive 
shock that turned our world upside down.’

over the past eight years, although their 
loss is never far from their minds, the 
family have gradually moved on with their 
lives. ‘We had previously toyed with the 
idea of moving to a larger property,’ Pippa 
says. ‘suddenly, as a widow in my 40s 
with two teenagers to support, I realised 
that it would be more sensible to re-jig the 
bedrooms and build a larger studio.

‘Looking back, for some years I wasn’t 
happy with the house as it was. Now I 
love my home – it is so much more open 
and easy to live and entertain in. In fact, 
I’m really thrilled with the results. My life by 
the coast has been totally enhanced: the 
house has added a whole new dimension.’
For more on Pippa and her work, see 
pippablake.com. For details on Eric 
Guibert, visit sens.co.uk. To contact Paul 
Flint & Company, go to pflintandco.co.uk.

tHIs PaGE, aBoVE LEFt Pippa’s paintings hang above bright-blue sofas in the living area aBoVE RIGHt Pippa feels the reconfigured house has 
totally enhanced her life oPPosItE Pippa’s architect, Eric Guibert, maximised views of the harbour by including a decked balcony. He has 
referenced designs Pippa saw in New Zealand, where she spent much time with her husband

‘From the moment I step outside my house 
in the morning, I can turn either left or right 
and be on a public footpath that abuts the 
shoreline. sometimes, if I need a change  
of scene or some thinking space for my 
painting, I head towards Emsworth sailing 
club and wander in the direction of the mill 
pond. I’ll often meet people I know on the 
way and come back feeling refreshed and 
ready to work again.

‘on other occasions, I stroll in the other 
direction and go along the foreshore  
through a field to the beautiful 11th-century 
Warblington church where Peter is buried.  
I just spend some quiet time there.’

    A DAY IN THE LIFE  
Pippa’s perfect coastal 24 hours

For more coastal properties, see  
allaboutyou.com/homes
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tHIs PIctURE 
Previously a plain, 
1940s bungalow, 
Pippa’s house 
is now an eye-
catching property 
clad in concrete 
with a glass porch 
opening onto a 
generous deck


